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The United States:  August 2026 Job Figures 

 
 
Labor Indicators Reflect Adjustments 

 

Payrolls Rose by 162,000 in August 
 

The United States of America (US) economy added 162,000 jobs in August to 
159.0754 million jobs (in Charts 1 and 2), based on the data released by the 
country’s Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS). This brings the net of 643,000 jobs 
added during the first eight months of this year. Last year, total nonfarm jobs 
increased by 116,000 to 158.432 million.  

The labor force participation rate in August 2026 was at 61.6% (July 2026: 
61.4%), and the employment-population ratio at 59.1% (July 2026: 58.9%), 
pointing to an evolving labor market. 

 

Meanwhile, the total private non-farm average hourly earnings ticked up to 
USD37.75/hour in August, reflecting a 12-month (YoY) increase of 3.1% (July: 
3.2%) and 0.3% month-to-month (July: 0.2%).  Average weekly work hours 
were steady at the level of 34.4 hours in August (in Charts 3, 4, and 5). Average 
weekly earnings rose to USD1,298.6 in August, representing a 3.69% YoY 
increase (July: 3.54%) (in Chart 6). 

 

Sectors with lower average wages were the primary drivers of job 
additions and total hours worked (in Chart 7), which partly explains the 
downward trend in real hourly wages (in Chart 8). 
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Chart 1: Private Education and Health Care Services in August at 29k, Second Ranked Addition 
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Chart 3: Reflecting a Moderate Labor Market 

Chart 4: At a Slightly Lower Level of Wage Growth Than in Previous Years 
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Chart 7: Reflecting Less Than Optimum Labor Market 
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The end of the report 


